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Visual support:

• Unlimited number of slides

• Objects on stage allowed

• Animations and videos allowed 

(you must do the voiceover)

Length:

• 10 minutes of presentation

• 5 minutes of discussion 

100% Popular Advice
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Language:

 Use analogies and simple terms (ex: say 

sugar instead of glucose or fructose)

 Avoid acronyms

Slides:

 Use simple images / diagrams

 Avoid raw data

Example: Crash Course in Biology - DNA, Hot Pockets, & The Longest Word Ever

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itsb2SqR-R0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itsb2SqR-R0


Visual support:

• One slide only

• No objects on stage

• No animations or videos

Length:

• 3 minutes of presentation

• 2 minutes of discussion

My thesis in 180 s. Advice
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Language:

 Use analogies and simple terms (ex: say 

sugar instead of glucose or fructose)

 Avoid acronyms

Slides:

 Use simple images / diagrams

 Avoid raw data

Example: UNSW 2016 runner up - Cancer: Bad to the bone

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfoF2SCboJ0


TED Talk Advice
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Language:

 Use simple terms

 Tell a story

 Make the audience reflect on your topic

Slides:

 MINIMAL content (1-2 words or images) 

 Secondary support only:  the audience 

should be able to follow your speech 

without looking at the slides

Visual support:

• Unlimited number of slides

• Objects on stage allowed

• Short animations and videos 

allowed (you must do the 

voiceover)

Length:

• 10 minutes of presentation

• 5 minutes of discussion

Example: TED Talk - Could you recover from illness... using your own stem cells?

https://www.ted.com/talks/nabiha_saklayen_could_you_recover_from_illness_using_your_own_stem_cells
https://www.ted.com/talks/nabiha_saklayen_could_you_recover_from_illness_using_your_own_stem_cells


Shark Tank Advice
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Language:

 Use simple terms

 “Sell” your research: why is it important?

 Refer to personal experiences, stories, 

phenomena, humor, statistics, etc.

Slides:

 Use poignant images

Visual support:

• Unlimited number of slides

• Objects on stage allowed

• Short animations and videos 

allowed (you must do the 

voiceover)

Length:

• 5 minutes of presentation

• 10 minutes of questions (jury)

Example: Étoile EFFERVESCENCE 2021 - Massimiliano Paganelli

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=062BYgEev1Y

