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My role

• Manage journals, attract best new science and promote articles
• Ensure journals have rigorous, fair, efficient peer review
• Meet scientists to keep aware of field and attract top research
• Advise researchers on publishing best practice
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Royal Society of Chemistry

• We connect scientists with each other and society 
as a whole

• We publish new research 
• We bring people together to spark new ideas and 

new partnerships
• We support teachers to inspire future generations
• And we speak up to influence the people making 

decisions that affect us all
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A global community



A leading international publisher

5*The name THE MERCK INDEX is owned by Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc., Whitehouse Station, 
N.J., U.S.A., and is licensed to The Royal Society of Chemistry for use in the U.S.A. and Canada.

http://www.rsc.org/Merck-Index/


6

Materials Interfaces          & Engineering portfolio





Khuloud Al-Jamal
King’s College London, 
UK

Lino Ferreira
University of Coimbra, 
Portugal

Jöns Hilborn
Uppsala University, 
Sweden

Won Jong Kim
Pohang University of 
Science and Technology, 
Korea

Shyni Varghese
Duke University, USA

Fujian Xu
Beijing University of 
Chemical Technology, 
China

Can Zhang
China Pharmaceutical 
University, China

Xinyuan Zhu
Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University, China

Jianjun Cheng 

Westlake University, China 

Nasim Annabi
UCLA
USA





• Editorial Board Chair: Juan de Pablo (University of Chicago, US

@RSC_MolEng

• Journal Impact Factor: 4.920*
• Citescore: 7.6
• JCR Materials Science, Multidisciplinary: Q2
• Time to first decision**: 27 days

*2021 Journal Impact Factor, Journal Citation Reports (Web of Science Group, 2022)
** For peer-reviewed manuscripts in 2021



How to publish 
with impact
Tips from our editors
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Why publish?
To contribute to the advancement of science
To establish scientific priority
To create a permanent record
To share information
To further your career
To get funding
To promote research
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Peer review policy

Reputation

Open access

Scope

Publication times

Cost

Language

Citations

Indexing

Format

Choose an appropriate journal 
before you prepare your 

article 

Where to submit
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Submission checklist

1. Manuscript
2. Cover letter
3. Supplementary information (ESI)
4. Suggestions for suitable reviewers 

 Always read the journal’s author & ethical guidelines
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Cover letter

• To include: 
• Summary of work
• Statement of importance
• Impact on community
• Future potential

• Address to the Editor / Associate Editor
• Correct journal!
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• Title
• Authorship
• Abstract
• Introduction
• Results and discussion
• Experimental
• Conclusions
• Acknowledgements
• References

Tell a story – clarity and conciseness

Emphasise the novelty

Writing and formatting
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‘Fabrication of superamphiphobic coatings under PAL, 1H,1H,2H,2H-
perfluorodecyltriethoxysilane and tetraethoxysilane

‘Novel superamphiphobic coatings’

• Short and straightforward
• Keywords (think search terms)
• Informative

• Avoid abbreviations, specific 
nomenclature and terms such as 
‘novel’

Title – be discoverable
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• Made a significant contribution
• Make sure all authors agree to the submission Authorship

• Concise summary and significance
• Make it count!Abstract

• “Set the scene” - why is it important?
• What has been done? 
• What will you show?

Introduction

• Backup claims with evidence
• Explain complex arguments
• State impact compared with recent work

Results & 
discussion

Writing the paper
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• Enough information to replicate work
• Suitable characterisation – see guidelinesExperimental

• Key results and their impact
• Plans for future workConclusions

• Funding agencies
• Any contributors who are not authorsAcknowledgments

• Ensure correct style – usually VancouverReferences

• Spectra, other data, experimental procedures Supplementary 
Information

Writing the paper
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Effective figures, tables and graphics

• Best way to present results

• Clear yet informative

• Details in captions and legends

• Use colour – it’s free!

• Graphical abstract important to grab reader’s attention! 
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Writing the paper
• Think about audience
• Simple language
• Compare work
• Reference
• Novelty and impact
• Spelling and grammar
• Proof read
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See our how to write an article support at: 
rsc.li/journal-resources
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Our data sharing policy

Findable

Provide all data required to understand and verify the research presented.

ReusableInteroperableAccessible

We strongly encourage authors to deposit the data underpinning their research in appropriate 
repositories and include a Data Availability Statement (DAS).

View our data policy and find recommended repositories on our author hub: 
rsc.li/journal-resources



• Validates
• Improves article
• Mark of quality
• Requirement for publication

Authors

• Validates
• Mark of quality
• Improves article and journal
• Selection process

Readers

• Reciprocal activity
• Keep up to date with field
• Professional activity
• Enjoy reading new work

Reviewers

The aim is always to improve the paper and assure the quality of the research

Why use peer review?
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Single-anonymised
• Traditional peer review model 
• Reviewer(s) anonymous
• Author(s) name and affiliation are on the 

manuscript 

Transparent (open)
• Editor’s decision letter, reviewers’ 

comments and authors’ response 
published alongside the article 

• Option on RSC Chemical Biology and
Environmental Science: Atmospheres

Double-anonymised
• Reviewer(s) anonymous
• Author(s) anonymous
• An option on some of our journals

Peer review models
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Editorial office
(professional editors)

Hybrid
(both)

Associate editors
(active researchers)

Peer review
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What does an editor do?
• Manages peer review

• Mediates

• Fairness and quality

• Final decision on publication

• Oversees publication process
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Manuscript submitted

PEER REVIEW
(2+ reports)

Evaluation by editors

Appeal

Editorial Board

Accept

Author revisions

Reject / Transfer

Initial assessment

Rejection without 
peer review

Manuscript life cycle

Editorial Board / 
senior reviewer

27



Selecting a reviewer:
Specialist knowledge
Speed / reliability / accuracy

Questions for reviewers:
Correct experimental work?
Novelty and impact
Suitability for publication in the journal
Make recommendation

Peer review

28



Questions each editor asks

• Is the research correct and robust?

• Is the paper ethically sound?

• Can the science be easily understood?

• Are there new insights?

• Is it of interest?
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Transfers

Our aim is to find a suitable home for your research

Saves work for reviewers and editors (we share reports)

Benefits for authors:

• Quicker decision

• Easy and immediate re-submission

• Often with no further peer-review
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• Stick to the deadline
• Read each report 

carefully
• Ask if anything is unclear
• Address all the 

comments
• Be polite
• Provide a version with 

changes highlighted

• Personal comments 
about the reviewers

• Taking critical comments 
personally

Revising your paper

Do Avoid
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Good publishing practice
Read and follow author and ethical guidelines

• Check authorship
• Avoid plagiarism
• Avoid fragmenting your work
• No unsupported claims
• Only submit to one journal at a time

Scientific progress depends on the integrity of the scientific record 

32



Author & reviewer hub
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rsc.li/journal-resources
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Publishing 
choices



Gold Open Access journals
• ‘Article Processing Charge’ (APC) is paid on acceptance for all articles
• All articles (version of record) are free to read from date of publication
• Many of our Gold OA journals are currently waiving their APCs
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Gold Open Access: Hybrid journals
• Gold Open Access is optional
• ‘Article Processing Charge’ is usually paid on acceptance
• Individual article (version of record) is free to read from date of publication -

other articles available with subscription
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Read & Publish 
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• 28 agreements in Germany (including with Freie Universität Berlin, Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin, and Technische Universität Berlin)

• See more: https://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/open-access/read-
and-publish/deals/



Preprints
‘A complete manuscript shared with a public audience without peer review’

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/352/6288/899
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Preprint servers
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physics & 
mathematics

biology

chemistry



• Premier preprint server for 
authors around the world

• Chemistry and related areas
• Free submission, distribution and 

archive service for unpublished 
preprints

• One-click submission to our 
journals

https://chemrxiv.org/

ChemRxiv™
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Thank you
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